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KEYINFORMATION: The European Green Deal (EGD) is a set of policy initiatives
by the European Union with the overarching and ambitious aim of making Europe
climate neutral in 2050. Being world’s first ‘climate-neutral bloc’ and fulfilling
other goals extending to many different sectors, including construction,
biodiversity, energy, transport, food and others has also an impact on different
sectors of security. The implementation of the tasks set out in the EGD requires
taking into account the necessity of sustainability in reaching the goals, including
not violating sectoral security in the EU Member States. Nexus approach might be
useful in the processes of finding and implementation of particular solutions.

NEXUSAPROACH:
definedascoordinated

approachto climatechange
acrossthe three main sectors:
water–energy–food (WEF)

showsinterconnections
between indicatedsectors
andseekfor coordinated
approachesto copewith
challegnes

showstrade-offs and
synergiesacrossthe sectorsto
be taken into account

regardedasa fundamental
necessaryshift for sustainable
development.
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IMPACT OF THE EGD ON SECURITY:
CLIMAT CHANGE AS A THREATS’ MULTIPLIER

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL COST OF 
TRANSITION OF NATIONAL ENERGY MARKETS

COSTS OF THE WHOLE GREEN TRANSITION (AGRICULTURE, 
TRANSPORT, HOUESHOLD’S INCOMES)

LIFESTYLE CHANGES PROVIDED BY THE EGD

NEXUS APROACH AS A METHOD OF IMPLEMENTATION OF EGD
In the context of the EGD, WEF nexus should be expanded by energy and climate. Such approach was tested in project SIM4NEXUS - Sustainable Integrated Management FOR the 
NEXUS of water-land-food-energy-climate for a resource-efficient Europe.  In the rapport with results of the project underlined,that ‘land, food, energy, water and climate are 
interconnected, comprising a coherent system (the ‘Nexus’), dominated by complexity and feedback. Understanding the Nexus is critical to secure the efficient and sustainable use 
of resources.’ European Commission declares that includes the nexus approach to the implementation of the EGD. New Horizon 2020 projects, such as NEXOGENESIS, refer to the 
water-energy-food-ecosystem nexus (WEFE nexus). However still climate change takes precedence over other threats. 

Source: https://glocull.boku.ac.at/food-water-energy/

NEXUSAPROACHANDSECURITY:

ÅPROVIDES a balance in 
assessment of  the significance 
of all affected sectors;

ÅDISCUSSES the effects resulting 
from the interaction of various 
factors, threats and needs;

ÅDRAWS ATTENTION to the 
need for a balanced approach 
in the implementation of 
complex goals;

ÅDESCRIBES the effects in a 
broader perspective, paying 
attention to the variety of 
threats;

ÅPROVIDES an added value to 
the sectoral policies and 
approaches;

ÅHELPS in solving over sectoral 
problems. 

Source: Weitz N, Nilsson M and Davis M 2014 A Nexus Approach to the Post-2015 Agenda: Formulating Integrated
Water, Energy, and Food SDGs SAIS Review 34(2) pp 37–50
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